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Conductor’s Notes
“THE FLY”

Summary

“The Fly” is conceived to musically emulate the effect of a fly overflying around all
of the different sections of a wind band. At the beginning the way this fly travels
around the band will almost seem enchanting to the audience, putting them at
ease. However, by the end of the piece, it will make everyone very angry and
disturbed because of its continuous and tedious persistence. The fly’s buzzing
will begin to appear in the first section (first one in bar 7) and later throughout the
different sections of the band, creating a stereo effect.” From bar 26 the “chase of
the fly” will begin, as it overflies each one of the different sections of the band.

In bars 6 and 103, clarinets, flutes and oboes must create an overwhelming
crunching sound, as if they were aiming to make sure the fly stays away from

that section.

In bar 123, the fly is so consumed trying to find someone to disturb (flying up and
down and through the whole band- musically portrayed with crescendos and
accelerandos) that in the end it will crush badly against the floor. The next
section depicts how the fly is completely dazed because of the crash (bars 139-
144) until it regains full consciousness again in bar 145.

From bar 161, the band will continue their chase against the incessant fly, now
with a lot more energy (from bar 172) until the end of the piece.

In bar 223 the fly will perch in the conductor’s nose, who, completely desperate,
would shout very loudly until the fly is finally taken down with the help of the
whole band.

Regarding the conductor’s shout at the penultimate bar, there are two different
suggestions in the score. Any of them is equally valid, provided the words used
portray anger and fury.

Throughout the whole piece, the listener will be able to perceive 4 sounds of
“whips” (clarinet Ill, baritone sax, trumpet Ill and percussion lll). These effects
emulate the sound of a fly whisk, trying to continuously take down the fly.



Technical Considerations:
1. “Breathing trough the clarinet”
Clarinets |&Il and Flutes I&ll.

The desired effect will be achieved by inhaling through the mouthpiece. Clarinets
must do so by introducing the majority of the mouthpiece into the mouth,
achieving the loudest possible sonority.

2. The first bars of tubas and bass drum aim to recreate a “snore” sound, the one
humans produce when they sleep. To such purpose, players must aim to find a
low enough sound to achieve a similar sonority to that of a snore.

3. “Fly instrument”

This hand-made instrument simulates the buzzing sound of fly. It will sometimes
be more present than others. The way to play this instrument is by creating a
circular motion above the head of the player. Depending on the speed to which
the player executes these circular motions, the sound will vary in pitch and
frequency.

This instrument is fairly easy to create. Appendix 1 aims to explain, step by step,
how to create one from scratch.

4. “L & R movements of the trombones”

It is very important to maintain a high position and coordination when doing these
patterns of movement. The motion “L — R / R - L” wants to recreate the effect
caused by observing a fly travelling from left to right of the stage, and vice versa.

5. “Whips”

This effect tries to portray the sound of a fly whisk. This sound will be reproduced
in different places of the band, always unexpected, creating a comic and
interesting visual effect. The players can combine playing their instrument with
creating this sound with the fly whisk, and always allowing enough time to
prepare for these sounds.
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APPENDIX 1

“FLY INSTRUMENT”

Materials Needed:

1. A pencil or Chinese eating stick/ 1 cork screw / 1 Balloon / 1 piece of thin rope /
Masking Tape/ Glue, scissors and a sharp cuter.




2. Cut the cork screw in half, as seen in the picture.

3. Make a small incision at one side of each one of the cork parts. We will insert the
pencil/Chinese stick in these holes.

4. Add glue into the holes to secure the pieces together.

-
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5. Secure the small rope to one of the cork parts by taping them together. This procedure
will allow us to move the instrument freely.

6. Once the rope is secured to the cork, we stick the pencil and the cork together, as we
did with the other piece. The result should look like the picture below:

7. Cut a slice of from the balloon of about 1cm wide. Remember to tie both ends of the
rope together before surrounding both corks with this piece from the balloon. The knots
must be strong, as shown in the first picture of the appendix.

Try with different lengths of pieces from the balloon to check the sound that achieves the
best effect. It is also advised to try out with different pencils and Chinese sticks, as this
will also affect the “fly” sound (higher or lower).

For more information please contact : oscarnavarromusic@onavarro.com

www.onavarro.com




From the Suite "BESTIARIUM"

"THE FLY" s

Invencion para Banda Sinfonica
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